Green Marlborough – Recycling Taskforce

Recycling Research

April 14, 2010

Three Green Marlborough members researched recycling in 14 communities.  These statistics are for recycling programs where the rate is >40%.   The data is on two pages. 
	Municipality
	Recycling Method
	Cost to Homeowner
	Town Recycling Rate
	Notes

	Foxborough
	Pay-as-you-throw, annual fee + disposal stickers for trash removal, recycling free
	$160 per year billed mandatory, sticker required for 32 gal. barrel
	60% (highest in MA)
	$160 covers fixed cost, stickers for variable costs, segregated waste streams

	Topsfield
	Pay as you throw, disposal stickers affixed to <40 gallon barrels
	Each sticker = $2
Small stickers available for one-off items
	~40%, recycling is free, all garbage needs a sticker
	No sticker = no pickup, no exceptions, only one <40 gal. barrel per week

	Needham
	Pay as you throw, bag purchase from local retailers
	 $1.60 for each 30 gallon bag, or $.85 for each 15 gallon bags
	~40%, recycling is free, all garbage requires town bags
	Recycling bins $5  Compost bins $20
For sale by town, recycling is free

	Wellesley
	Transfer station, resident drop-off, user segregated
	None, incorporated in taxes
	34%, recycling is free
	Program is voluntary, “Step-Up” program to educate residents

	Maynard
	Pay as you throw, disposal stickers affixed to 32 gallon barrels
	Each sticker = $2

Small  $1 stickers available for one-off items
	~40%, recycling is free, all garbage needs a sticker
	No sticker = no pickup, only one 32 gal. barrel per week. Paper segregated

	Boxborough
	Transfer station, resident drop-off
	Annual sticker purchase ~$75
	~40%
	

	Concord
	Pay as you throw, disposal stickers affixed to each 32 gallon barrel
	Six month barrel sticker = $39
Or each disposal tag = $1.50
	~40%, residents must use tags to dispose of trash.  Recycling is paid  by tag purchase
	Town has no drop-off location, residents responsible for trash removal

	Lexington
	Voluntary by residents, curbside pickup by town
	Included in property taxes
	>40%
	Curbside staff label recyclables found in trash, leaving bag at house, 

	Sudbury
	Pay as you throw with bag purchase from retailers. Transfer station option
	Transfer station = $125 per year
30 gal. bags = $2

15 gal. bags = $1 
	>40%, residents must use bags to dispose of trash.  Recycling is paid  by tag purchase
	80% of residents use private trash removal services instead of town services


Worcester, Shrewsbury, Holden, Bolton, and Gardner.

Overall, I grouped mine by the following criteria:

Curbside pickup service:  Yes or no?  Holden, Gardner, Shrewsbury, and Worcester offer curbside pickup of trash and recyclables.  Bolton has no such service.

So let’s cover Bolton first, since it stands alone from the other four municipalities.

Bolton.  This town has no curbside pickup of trash or recyclables.  There is a town-operated transfer station only.  Recycling is mandatory.  Residents must purchase PAYT trash bags at $1.25 for a 15 gal bag and $2.50 for a 30 gal bag and bring them directly to the transfer station.  The Town accepts all the basic recyclables (paper, glass, carboard, etc) with no limit and no fee.  The Town accepts a wide array of other items on a fee-based system.

The recycling coordinator, Shelley O’Toole attributed the high rate of recycling to a very environmentally-conscience group of residents.  Also, she mentioned that the Town does not have any multi-family units.  She feels as though the PAYT program has contributed greatly to the success of the recycling rate.  Shelley also mentioned that having a very comprehensive website is the best form of education.  Trash is removed for $81 per ton and $105 per “haul”.  When available, the Town does apply for MA DEP grants for mass mailings, etc.

For the other cities and towns, does the city or town charge an additional fee, not covered by your taxes to pay for trash and recyclable curbside removal? This is where it gets complex:

Gardner:  $180 annual fee w/ PAYT trash bags - but your first 40 gal of trash is free.  Trash and recyclables are placed on the curb in color-coder toters.  Then PAYT trash bags at $3.00 per bag after the first 40 gal.  The curbside pickup of single stream recyclables is offered at no charge by the City.  Trash is weekly and recyclables bi-weekly.  There is a transfer station with a $50 annual fee.

Trash is removed for $80 per ton and $105 per “haul”.  When available, the City does apply for MA DEP grants for mass mailings, etc.

Holden:  $132 annual fee for a 35 gal trash toter and $195 annual fee for a 65 gal toter.  First 35 gal/65 gal of trash is free.  Then PAYT trash bags at $1.25 per bag after the first 35/65 gal.  Trash and recyclables are placed on the curb in color-coder toters.  The curbside pickup of single stream recyclables is offered at no charge by the Town.  Trash is weekly and recyclables bi-weekly.

Shrewsbury:  No annual fee.  PAYT trash bags – but no price listed on website – no initial “free” bag.  Recycling is mandatory. The curbside pickup of single stream recyclables is offered at no charge by the Town.  Trash is weekly and recyclables bi-weekly.

Worcester:  No annual fee.  PAYT trash bags at $1.50 per 30 gal bag – no initial “free” bag.  The curbside pickup of single stream recyclables is offered at no charge by the City.  Trash and recyclable pickup are both weekly.  There is a transfer station.

